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Intended Outcomes

What are the 
Florida 

Standards?

What are the test 
formats?

What is in the 
FSA ELA Reading 

and Writing?

What types of 
questions are 

included on the 
FSA ELA?

What are the 
changes for the 

2018-2019 
school year?

What does a 
student need to 
make learning 

gains?

When will 
students take the 

FSA ELA?

What are some 
student tips for 
the FSA ELA?

How can you help 
our students to 
succeed on the 

FSA ELA?



What are the Florida 
Standards?

■ The Florida Standards will prepare students for both college 

and the workplace

■ They emphasize higher-order skills

■ Influenced by  internationally-benchmarked standards, 

ensuring that our students are prepared to be competitive in 

the global job market.

■ College-Ready

– Ready for credit bearing course work upon entrance 

into college

■ Career-Ready

– Ready for a job that provides a salary to support a 

family of 4 with benefits and opportunity for 

promotion (not poverty level job)



What 
does the 
FSA ELA 
Assess?

Assesses the higher 
expectations of the 
Florida Standards

Provides a basis for 
comparing Florida 

performance to that of 
other states

Emphasizes analytical 
thinking

Provides a more 
authentic assessment 

through a variety of 
item formats

Increased complexity 
of texts

Critical reading and 
writing infused across 

all curricular areas



2018-2019 Test Formats



Florida Standards Assessment 
Format

• Paper-based accommodated exams will consist of multiple-

choice, multiselect, and gridded-response questions.

• Computer-based exams will consist of multiple- choice,

multiselect, and technology-enhanced questions (using

online tools and manipulatives).
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Florida 
Standards 

ELA 
Reading

■ A variety of written material 

to assess students’ reading 

comprehension as defined 

in the Florida Standards

■ Composed of 6-8 reading 

passages with sets of 6-11 

items based on each 

passage.

■ Two types: Informational 

(Non-fiction) and Literary 

(Fiction)

■ Grammar and Standard 

English conventions



Florida Standards ELA Writing
■ Students read a variety of texts and 

respond to a prompt.

■ A rubric is used to score based on the 

Writing and Language Strands of the 

ELA Standards.

■ For grades 6-10, the prompt will ask 

the writer to provide an argument or 

to inform/explain.

■ The sum of the following three 

domains is the total score for the 

writing reporting category (10 raw 

score points:

– Purpose, Focus, and 

Organization (4 points)

– Evidence and Elaboration (4 

points)

– Conventions of Standard 

English (2 points)



Range of Number of Words 
for Text or Text Set



Literary vs Informational 
Texts by Grade Band



FSA ELA Session Timing

■ The FSA ELA includes the Text-Based Writing 

Component, administered separately from the rest 

of FSA ELA to allow time for hand-scoring; will be 

reported as part of a single ELA score.

■ Headphones are required for all students for 

Grades 5- 11 ELA listening items (CBT).

■ External keyboards are strongly recommended.
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Timing: Writing



Timing: Reading



WHAT ELA 
SKILLS 
ARE 
BEING 
TESTED?



What types of questions are 
on the FSA ELA?



What types of questions are 
on the FSA ELA?



Text-based Writing (Essay)



Editing Task Item



Text with a Series of Questions



Text with a Series of Questions



Audio Multiple-Choice Item



Multi-Select Items



Two-Part Items



Hot Text Items



Graphic Response Item (GRID)



Open Response Item



Shifts in English Language Arts

6-12: BUILDING 
KNOWLEDGE IN 

THE DISCIPLINES

STAIRCASE OF 
COMPLEXITY

TEXT-BASED 
ANSWERS

WRITING FROM 
MULTIPLE 
SOURCES

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY



Instructional CHANGES 

■ Attention to Text Complexity 

■ Emphasis on Student Tasks (especially writing)

■ Responsibility for Reading & Writing Instruction

- Every Teacher, Every Subject, Every Day!



Middle School Test Design



FSA
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ARTS
TIME AND SCORING



FSA ELA Writing Component

31

*All students (PBT and CBT) receive a planning sheet.

Grade Number
of Items

Numbe
r of 

Session
s

Number
of Days

Administratio
n Mode/Test 
Materials*

TOTAL Testing
Time

6 1 prompt 1 1 PBT 120 minutes

7 1 prompt 1 1 CBT 120 minutes

8 1 prompt 1 1 CBT 120 minutes



FSA ELA Writing Component
For responding to text-based prompts:

• Spell check – NO

• Bold

• Italics

• Underline

• Remove formatting

• Insert/remove numbered list

• Insert/remove bulleted list

• Decrease indent

• Cut, copy, paste, undo, redo

• Insert special character
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FSA ELA Reading Component
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0

Grade Number
of Items

Number 
of 

Sessions

Number
of Days

Administration 
Mode in 2019/ Test 

Materials

TOTAL Testing
Time

6 56–66 2 2 PBT with worksheet 170 minutes

7 56–66 2 2 CBT with worksheet 170 minutes

8 56–66 2 2 CBT with worksheet 170 minutes



Learning Gains: If…Then…



2018-2019 Testing Calendar





Informational 
Resources

CPALMS

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/

FLDOE Assessment Website

http://www.fldoe.org/asp/

FSA Portal

http://www.fsassessments.org/

Typing Practice

http://typingweb.com

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/
http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://typingweb.com/


Helpful Handouts 

■ LAFS Quick Reference Guide

■ Common Distractors for FSA

■ FSA Fast Five

■ Learning Gain Chart

■ GMS FSA Reading Cheat Sheet

■ FSA Writing Rubrics

■ FSA for ELA Technology –Enhanced Items Cheat Sheet



Thank You for Coming Today!


